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CHOOSE THE
RIGHT TEXTURE

Buying quality hair is absolutely essential,
but it’s not enough. Selecting a believable
texture is critical. “Superstraight hair with
nappy roots looks crazy,” says celebrity styl-
ist Porsche Waldo of Ebony Design in New
York City (Faith Evans, Mya, JoJo). “I've
coined the term ‘Kunta meets Becky,” " says
stylist Nelson Vercher of the Rita Hazan sa

lon in New York City (Tamia, Phylicia
Rashad, Britney Spears), who also wove our
opening look, If the weave is bone straight
and your visible hair is tightly coiled, or if
the purchased hair looks like it would never
have grown out of your scalp, it's wrong,
Most important, the texture should be one
that complements your complexion and fea-
tures. It’s not that you shouldn’t reck
straight styles; just choose hair that looks the
way your own hair looks when straightened.

show some
scalp or your hairline
so the look is more
realistic. The weave
and your hair should
blend together
beautifully.

Buying human hair by the ounce, as opposed to in a pack, is the preference of
top stylists. Eight to ten ounces of human hair can cost from $200 to $600.

DON'T choosea BUY HUMAN HAIR

weave that doesn’t Most celebrity stylists say no to using synthetic hair. The consensus is that it looks
mesh with your !1ke plastnf. It also melts under hgai, so forget about curling or straightening. ‘lt
. just doesn’t move like human hair,” says Vercher. “Too many people are allergic
lifestyle. if you work to it,” adds celeb stylist Yusef of Paul Labrecque Salon & Spa in New York City

outalot, trya (Solange), who created the weaves on this page and the following two. But stylist
texture and cut that to the stars Ursula Stephen (Rihanna, Keisha Cole} has a different point of view. “It
Is lith really depends on what look you're going after. Sometimes synthetic hair can work,
Sl heat if you know how to flip it,” she says. “I have some synthetic Afro-kinky hair that I

or manipulation. put in often. I get tons of compliments when | wear 1t.” >

] Make sure your roots and your weave mesh searnlessly. This genius
new tool does just that. The ceramic surface and fine teeth allow you to straighten your edges
without burning your scalp. R Session Root Control, $180, rsessiontools.com.

HAIR, YUSEF/FACTORY DOWNTOWN. ASSISTED BY NAPHIA WHITE/FACTORY DOWNTOWN. STHLS, TIME INC. DIGTAL STUDIO.
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